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Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) reading room.
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Do not remove items to be photocopied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound
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available.
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copyright, literary property rights, and libel.
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display. Any publication or display of such materials beyond the limits of fair use
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must be completed and submitted to the Executive Director of the Museum to obtain
permission. When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be
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Proper acknowledgement of MHMMA materials must be made in any resulting writing
or publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the
summary page.
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SUMMARY

Size

2 folders

Geographic Locations

Edinburg, Texas

Inclusive Dates

1921-1930

Languages

English

Summary

The collection consists of a menu from the Edinburg Café,
which was operated in Edinburg, Texas by Alba M.
Fairbanks from 1921-1930.
The collection is open for research. If you wish to examine
items in the manuscript group, please contact the Archivist
at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the
Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA)
reading room.
Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm,
digital scan, photocopy of the original held by the Museum
of South Texas History), when available. Only archives staff
may photocopy collection documents.
Researchers assume full responsibility for compliance with
laws regarding copyright, literary property rights, and libel.

Access Restrictions

Reproduction Note

Copyright

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute
permission to publish or display. Any publication or display
of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires
specific prior written permission. Contact the Archivist at
956-383-6911 for instructions to obtain permission to
publish or display.
Related Collections
Citation

Stack Location(s)

Alba M. Fairbanks collection. Margaret H. McAllen
Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas History,
Edinburg, TX.
SMC 12, RGDOC 1, B:1; OSDOC 5, L:24
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE
Alba M. Fairbanks operated the Edinburg Café in Edinburg, Texas from 1921-1930. The
Café stood on 12th Avenue facing the courthouse square near the intersection with
Harriman Street (Texas State Highway 107). Fairbanks’ daughters, the donors of the
menu, were Lillie Fairbanks Judy and Helen Fairbanks Fridell. They owned the millinery
shop advertised on the front cover of the menu.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
The collection consists of a menu from the Edinburg Café, which was operated in
Edinburg, Texas by Alba M. Fairbanks from 1921-1930. The menu cover appears to be
enclosed in celluloid and trimmed with nickel-plated brass. The following businesses are
advertised on the cover: (front outside) Edinburg State Bank and Trust Company, Valley
Abstract Co., and Millinery; (front inside) Edinburg Feed and Seed Co., Texaco
Gasoline, and “Golden Rule Store” operated by Flanagan, Mylner, and Singleton; (back
inside) Taylor Lumber Company and Builders’ Hardware, Eisenhower Garage, and
Edinburg American Bakery; (back outside) Dyer Tire Shop, Edinburg Drug Company,
J.W. Wells Agency, and Jenner’s Chocolates. A statement at the top of the front cover
says, “CAUTION – Please don’t rest lighted cigar or cigarette on this menu cover – IT
MIGHT BURN.”
A paper insert contains the Café’s menu selections. The food offerings are divided into
the following sections: Fruits and Cereals; Eggs and Omelettes [sic]; Oysters; Salads;
Cakes, etc.; Steaks and Chops; Roasts; Sandwiches; Vegetables; and Drinks.
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