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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, 

please contact the Archivist at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) reading room. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  

Do not remove items to be photocopied.  The existing order and arrangement of unbound 

materials must be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of original held by the Museum of South Texas History), when 

available.   

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding 

copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish or 

display.  Any publication or display of such materials beyond the limits of fair use 

requires specific prior written permission.  An “Authorization to Publish or Display” 

must be completed and submitted to the Executive Director of the Museum to obtain 

permission.  When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be 

requested for the MHMMA. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of MHMMA materials must be made in any resulting writing 

or publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the 

summary page.   
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SUMMARY 

 

 

Size 

 

1 folder 

Geographic Locations 

 

Hidalgo County, Texas 

Inclusive Dates 

 

1968 

Languages 

 

English 

Summary 

 

A class assignment by Edinburg High School Student 

Armando Alonzo about Abraham Ortiz is included in this 

collection. 

Access Restrictions 

 

The collection is open for research. If you wish to examine 

items in the manuscript group, please contact the Archivist 

at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) 

reading room. 

Reproduction Note 

 

Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of the original held by the Museum 

of South Texas History), when available. Only archives staff 

may photocopy collection documents.  

Copyright 

 

Researchers assume full responsibility for compliance with 

laws regarding copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute 

permission to publish or display.  Any publication or display 

of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires 

specific prior written permission.  Contact the Archivist at 

956-383-6911 for instructions to obtain permission to 

publish or display. 

Related Collections 

 

 

Citation 

 

Armando Alonzo manuscript: “The Trial, Capture, and 

Hanging of Abraham Ortiz.” Margaret H. McAllen 

Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas History, 

Edinburg, TX.  

Stack Location(s) 

 

SMC 35, RGDOC 2, B:1 

 



Alonzo manuscript – Abraham Ortiz  Acc. # 11973.040 

1968  MHMM Archives 

 4 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

In 1912 Martin Martinez was murdered.  Abraham Ortiz was arrested, tried, and executed 

for the murder.  His hanging took place at 11:00 AM on May 2, 1913 in the Hidalgo 

County Jail on McIntyre Street in Edinburg, Texas.  Ortiz’s hanging is the only execution 

that took place in that jail.  The building is now a part of the Museum of South Texas 

History. 

 

Armando Alonzo was a student at Edinburg High School in 1968.  He prepared the paper 

in the collection as a member of the Doctor Ohland Morton Chapter of Junior Historians 

of Edinburg High School. 

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

A class assignment by Edinburg High School Student Armando Alonzo about Abraham 

Ortiz is included in this collection.  The paper is nine pages long and includes endnotes 

and a bibliography.  The events described in the paper include the murder of Martin 

Martinez and the arrest, trial, and execution of Abraham Ortiz.  Ortiz’s 1913 execution is 

the only hanging that took place in the Hidalgo County Jail on McIntyre Street in 

Edinburg, Texas.  

 

The manuscript is secondary source material, and researchers are strongly encouraged to 

check the accuracy of the facts found in the paper for themselves.  

 


