MARISELLA ESPINOZA PAPER: “THE CASE OF ABRAHAM ORTIZ”
Finding Aid

Compiled by
Phyllis Kinnison

Museum of South Texas History
Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives
Edinburg, Texas

2014

=\ MUSEUM OF
204 SOUTHTEXAS

e | HISTORY




M. Espinoza paper Acc. #1991.115
1991 MHMM Archives

CONTENTS OF INVENTORY

Summary #3
Biographical/Historical Note #4
Scope and Content Note #4

Use of manuscript materials. [If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group,
please contact the Archivist at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the
Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) reading room.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.
Do not remove items to be photocopied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound
materials must be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm,
digital scan, photocopy of original held by the Museum of South Texas History), when
available.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding
copyright, literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish or
display. Any publication or display of such materials beyond the limits of fair use
requires specific prior written permission. An “Authorization to Publish or Display”
must be completed and submitted to the Executive Director of the Museum to obtain
permission. When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be
requested for the MHMMA.

Proper acknowledgement of MHMMA materials must be made in any resulting writing
or publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the
summary page.



M. Espinoza paper
1991

SUMMARY

Acc. #1991.115
MHMM Archives

Size

1 folder

Geographic Locations

Hidalgo County, Texas

Inclusive Dates

November 8, 1991

Languages

English

Summary

A course paper completed as a requirement for a criminal
justice class taught by Dr. Dearth at the University of Texas-
Pan American is the only item in this collection.

Access Restrictions

The collection is open for research. If you wish to examine
items in the manuscript group, please contact the Archivist
at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the
Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA)
reading room.

Reproduction Note

Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm,
digital scan, photocopy of the original held by the Museum
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may photocopy collection documents.
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

On May 2, 1913 Abraham Ortiz was hung at the newly constructed Hidalgo
County Jail in Edinburg, Texas. He had been convicted of rape and murder and
was in his early 20s at that time. He is the only person hung in that jail.

“Controversy still surrounds the Ortiz trial and execution. The 12 names selected
as jury were all Anglos, leading some to believe that racism played a role. The two
victims were themselves Hispanic, and it was Florencia Martinez’ own testimony
that tipped the scales against Ortiz. But W. L. Lipscomb, foreman of the San Juan
Plantation where Ortiz and Gonzalez worked, knew both men; he believed that
Gonzalez was the real killer. If so, he didn’t evade justice for long. Several years
later, Domingo Gonzalez — a.k.a. Concepcion Bueno — was arrested in Cameron
County for an earlier murder. His death sentence later was commuted to life in
prison.”

Fort, Tom A. “MOSTHistory Series, Part 2 continued: The Ortiz Hanging I1,” The
Monitor, May 11, 2013. http://m.themonitor.com/life/valley life/mosthistory-
series-part-continued-the-ortiz-hanging-ii/article 770dd456-6407-11e3-8d34-
0019bb3of31a.html?mode=jgm (accessed October 22, 2014).

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

A course paper completed as a requirement for a criminal justice class taught by Dr.
Dearth at the University of Texas-Pan American is the only item in this collection. The
paper was written by Marisella Espinoza and Esmeralda Rodriguez in 1991. A list of
works cited and twelve photocopied pages of the Texas Criminal Law are included.
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