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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, 

please contact the Archivist at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) reading room. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  

Do not remove items to be photocopied.  The existing order and arrangement of unbound 

materials must be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of original held by the Museum of South Texas History), when 

available.   

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding 

copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish or 

display.  Any publication or display of such materials beyond the limits of fair use 

requires specific prior written permission.  An “Authorization to Publish or Display” 

must be completed and submitted to the Executive Director of the Museum to obtain 

permission.  When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be 

requested for the MHMMA. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of MHMMA materials must be made in any resulting writing 

or publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the 

summary page.   
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SUMMARY 

 

 

Size 

 

0.23 cubic feet 

Geographic Locations 

 

Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas 

Inclusive Dates 

 

1925-1974 

Bulk Dates 

 

1944-1955 

Languages 

 

English 

Summary 

 

Military papers and United Spanish War Veterans records 

make up the bulk of the Henry Jackson Ramsey papers.  

Access Restrictions 

 

The collection is open for research. If you wish to examine 

items in the manuscript group, please contact the Archivist 

at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) 

reading room. 

Reproduction Note 

 

Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of the original held by the Museum 

of South Texas History), when available. Only archives staff 

may photocopy collection documents.  

Copyright 

 

Researchers assume full responsibility for compliance with 

laws regarding copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute 

permission to publish or display.  Any publication or display 

of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires 

specific prior written permission.  Contact the Archivist at 

956-383-6911 for instructions to obtain permission to 

publish or display. 

Related Collections 

 

 

Citation 

 

Henry Jackson Ramsey papers. Margaret H. McAllen 

Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas History, 

Edinburg, TX.  

Display Credit Line Courtesy of Museum of South Texas History. 

 

Stack Location(s) 

 

RGDOC 711, F:25; Book Tray 22, A:28; RGPHO 103 

 



HJ Ramsey papers  Acc. # 1989.061 

1925-1974  MHMM Archives 

 4 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

Henry Jackson Ramsey (1874-1974) was the last Spanish-American War veteran in the 

Lower Rio Grande Valley, Texas. He was born in Mississippi on March 9, 1874 to John 

and Fannie (Hood) Ramsey. He enlisted in the Army on July 21, 1898 at Mineral Wells, 

Texas and served as a Private in Company D, Third Regiment of the Texas Infantry 

Volunteers. Ramsey was honorably discharged on January 11, 1899.  

 

Around 1927 Ramsey moved to the Valley where he ran a contracting business. He 

constructed many of the buildings and residences in McAllen, Texas. He also was a post 

commander of the Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish War Veterans. 

 

Ramsey’s wife was Alma. They had four sons (Travis, U.J., Cecil, and Sam) and two 

daughters (Euna Mae Caldwell and Mrs. Henry Erdmann). He died on January 10, 1974 

and was buried in Roselawn Cemetery in McAllen, Texas. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Military papers and United Spanish War Veterans records make up the bulk of the Henry 

Jackson Ramsey papers. The military papers include a pension certificate and a certificate 

in lieu of lost or destroyed discharge certificate. The United Spanish War Veterans 

records consists of certificates, a roster for Camp #24, financial statements, legislative 

bulletins, annual reports, a telephone bill, a meeting agenda, and correspondence. Other 

United Spanish War Veterans materials include General Orders (a newsletter), pamphlets, 

and books.  

 

Personal papers include a snapshot of flooding in McAllen, Texas; a letter (February 5, 

1974) from E. (Kika) de la Garza, MC; page E307 from the January 30, 1974 

Congressional Record; and an obituary.  

 

The artifacts consist of a cardboard suitcase, two flags, three gravels, a chest, and a key 

chain. For more information about the artifacts in the collection contact Lisa Adam, 

Curator of Collections and Registrar, by calling 956-383-6911. 
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LIST OF SUB-GROUPS, SERIES, AND SUBSERIES 

 

I. Military papers, 1929, 1937, 1951, 1954 

II. Personal papers, 1974, undated 

III. Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish War Veterans, 1912, 1925, 1929, 

1930, 1936-1939, 1944-1947, 1949, 1951-1955  

 A. Records, 1925, 1945, 1949, 1951-1954, undated 

 B. Correspondence, 1944-1946 

 C. General Orders, 1944, 1945, 1947, 1951, 1952, 1954, 1955 

 D. Pamphlets, 1936-1939, 1944, 1945, 1947 

 E. Books, 1912, 1929, 1930 

IV. Photograph, undated 

V. Artifacts, undated 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDEX TERMS 

 

Ramsey, Henry Jackson, 1874-1974 

Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish War Veterans 

Spain—History—War with the United States, 1898 

Spanish-American War, 1898 

United Spanish War Veterans 

United States—History—War with Spain, 1898 
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

Stack 

Location 

 

Box 

 

Folder(s) 

 

Contents (with dates) 

F:25 RGDOC 711 1 Military papers, 1929, 1937 

  2 Military papers: Veterans Administration, 1951, 

1954 

  3 Personal papers, 1974, undated 

  4 Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish 

War Veterans: Records, 1925, 1945, 1949, 

1951-1954, undated 

  5 Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish 

War Veterans: Correspondence, 1944-1946 

  6 Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish 

War Veterans: General Orders, 1944, 1945, 

1947, 1951, 1952, 1954, 1955 

  7 Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish 

War Veterans: Pamphlets: By-Laws and 

Supplement to the Constitution, 1936-1939 

  8 Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish 

War Veterans: Pamphlets: Roster, 1944, 1945, 

1949 

  9 Rio Grande Valley Camp #24 United Spanish 

War Veterans: Pamphlets: Miscellaneous, 1936, 

1937, 1945 

A:28 Book Tray 22  United Spanish War Veterans. Book of 

Ceremonies of the United Spanish War 

Veterans: Forms and Procedure. 1929 

   United Spanish War Veterans. Constitution and 

Rules and Regulations of the United Spanish 

War Veterans. 1930 

   United Spanish War Veterans. Ritual of the 

Spanish American War Veterans. 1912 

   United Spanish War Veterans. Ritual of the 

United Spanish War Veterans. 1929 

 RGPHO 103  Snapshot: Flood scene in McAllen, Texas, 

undated 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 


