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SUMMARY 

 

 

Size 

 

1 folder and 2 DVDs 

Geographic Locations 

 

McAllen, Texas 

Inclusive Dates 

 

2011 

Languages 

 

English 

Summary 

 

The materials in the collection consist of a Centennial 

Jubilee program dated October 29, 2011; a Centennial 

Parish Directory; a DVD of the October 30, 2011 Sacred 

Heart Parish Mass of Centennial Jubilee; and a DVD 

produced by the Centennial Committee relating the history 

of Catholicism along the Rio Grande and the history of 

Sacred Heart Church and Parish. 

Access Restrictions 

 

The collection is open for research. If you wish to examine 

items in the manuscript group, please contact the Archivist 

at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) 

reading room. 

Reproduction Note 

 

Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of the original held by the Museum 

of South Texas History), when available. Only archives staff 

may photocopy collection documents.  

Copyright 

 

Researchers assume full responsibility for compliance with 

laws regarding copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute 

permission to publish or display.  Any publication or display 

of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires 

specific prior written permission.  Contact the Archivist at 

956-383-6911 for instructions to obtain permission to 

publish or display. 
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Citation 

 

Sacred Heart Church of McAllen centennial materials. 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives, Museum of 

South Texas History, Edinburg, TX.  

Display Credit Line Courtesy of Museum of South Texas History. 

 

Stack Location(s) 

 

SMC 75, RGDOC 451, B:2; RGROM 3-A:Accessioned 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

In 1911 the Oblates of Mary Immaculate established a chapel in McAllen, Texas. By 

1917 it was a parish of 402 registered parishioners. When the National Guard was 

stationed near the border in 1916, many of the Irish Catholic soldiers from New York 

attended services in the chapel. The original chapel was destroyed by a fire in 1924, and 

the New York National Guard soldiers stationed in McAllen at that time worked to raise 

funds in New York City to rebuild the church. 

 

Parish schools served to educate children from 1913-1967. In 1917 the Sisters of Mercy 

began the administration of those schools. In 1957 the schools merged and became the 

Sacred Heart Catholic School. Its doors remained open until 1967.  

 

Through the century the parish helped establish fifteen parishes within its original 

borders. In addition to McAllen, the communities represented were Pharr, San Juan, 

Alamo, Edinburg, San Manuel, Laguna Seca, and Hidalgo. Over 40,000 people have been 

baptized, more than 25,000 confirmed, and over 5,000 couples have been married at 

Sacred Heart Church. 

 

On October 29, 2011 a special Centennial Jubilee for the church was held at the Cimarron 

Country Club. A dinner was followed by a historical presentation and six speakers. The 

Centennial Committee was chaired by Raquel Perez Oliva.  

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The materials in the collection consist of a Centennial Jubilee program dated October 29, 

2011; a Centennial Parish Directory; a DVD of the October 30, 2011 Sacred Heart Parish 

Mass of Centennial Jubilee; and a DVD produced by the Centennial Committee relating 

the history of Catholicism along the Rio Grande and the history of Sacred Heart Church 

and Parish. 
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