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SUMMARY
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0.23 cubic feet
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Hidalgo County, Texas

Inclusive Dates 1912-1917

Bulk Dates 1912

Languages English

Summary Court documents from the Hidalgo County District Court

pertaining to Case #913 The State of Texas vs. Abraham
Ortiz are found in the collection.
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

In March 1912 Abraham Ortiz was arrested and indicted for the murder of Martin
Martinez and the rape of Florencia Martinez. The crimes were committed on February
18, 1912 near the town of Hidalgo, Texas. Domingo Gonzalez was also accused of the
crimes, but he was never brought to trial as he escaped to Mexico.

On April 2 a special venire of 110 jurors was issued. Twelve men were chosen from the
list and sworn in that same day. William J. Dougherty had been appointed to represent
Ortiz. The jury reached a verdict of guilty the next day.

Dougherty appealed the case to the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas. The appeal was
heard on December 11, 1912 when the Court handed down the opinion that there was no
error in the judgement.

In April, 1913 Ortiz was sentenced to hang on Friday, May 2, 1913. The court also
ordered that he be confined to jail until that time.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

Court documents from the Hidalgo County District Court pertaining to Case #913 The
State of Texas vs. Abraham Ortiz are found in the collection. Some of the documents in
the collection are the Indictment, Special Venire, Sheriff’s Returns, Charge of the Court,
Death Warrant, Defendant’s motion for new trial, Assignment of Errors, Defendant’s Bill
of Exception, and Mandate Criminal Court of Appeals.
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