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SUMMARY 

 

Size 

 

One book - rare 

Geographic Locations 

 

Southern Texas and Northern Mexico 

Inclusive Dates 

 

1846 

Languages 

 

English 

Summary 

 

Our Army on the Rio Grande by Thomas B. Thorpe is 
an 1846 first edition. The book contains nine early 
engravings of scenes of the Mexican War in Texas, 
including Resaca de Palma and Palo Alto, the two 
battles fought on Texas soil. Gilbert & Gihon engraved 
the plates in the book after Thorpe’s original art work. 
Except for the frontispiece which shows the fall of 
Major Ringgold, the author sketched his subjects 
“from nature.” 

Access Restrictions 

 

The collection is open for research. If you wish to examine 

items in the manuscript group, please contact the Archivist 

at 956-383-6911 to make an appointment to visit the 

Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives (MHMMA) 

reading room. 

Reproduction Note 

 

Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of the original held by the Museum 

of South Texas History), when available. Only archives staff 

may photocopy collection documents.  

Copyright 

 

Researchers assume full responsibility for compliance with 

laws regarding copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute 

permission to publish or display.  Any publication or display 

of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires 

specific prior written permission.  Contact the Archivist at 

956-383-6911 for instructions to obtain permission to 

publish or display. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

Thomas B. Thorpe (1815-1878), the author of Our Army on the Rio Grande, was 
a non-combatant in the Mexican War and followed the Army as a reporter. 
However, he had ready access to the highest levels of the United States’ officer 
corps, who provided him with much of the material found in the book. The book 
covers only the battles fought in Texas and action up to the surrender of 
Matamoros.  
 
In addition to his writing and journalism, Thorpe painted landscapes and 
portraits, exhibiting at the American Academy as early as 1833. Although 
originally aspiring to be an artist and painter, Thorpe turned to writing after he 
moved to New Orleans in 1836 to recover his health. He remained there until 
1854 when he moved to New York City, where he lived out his life except for a 
brief period of service with the Union Army back in Louisiana. He is remembered 
as a portrayer of scenes and people as well as a writer of Southern humor, 
especially the tall tale and the hunting story. 
 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Our Army on the Rio Grande by Thomas B. Thorpe is an 1846 first edition. The 
book contains nine early engravings of scenes of the Mexican War in Texas, 
including Resaca de Palma and Palo Alto, the two battles fought on Texas soil. 
Gilbert & Gihon engraved the plates in the book after Thorpe’s original art work. 
Except for the frontispiece which shows the fall of Major Ringgold, the author 
sketched his subjects “from nature.” 
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